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Here they come again. Men with 
their pet theories about who killed 
President John F. Kennedy back on 
November 22, 1963 will be around for- 
ever. There will be speculation, and 
because of the lack of hard evidence, 
every theory — however bizarre — 
will find believers. 

The truth is that nobody wants to be- 
lieve that a man named Lee Harvey 
Oswald took a mail-order rifle and 
stuck it out of a Dallas window and 
pulled the trigger and when the noise 
stopped the history of the world was 
changed forever. 

But the whole thing was too simple. 
Those who would have us believe oth- 
erwise, based on theories, guesses, 
conspiracy plots and all the rest, keep 
coming up with new theories that are 
hungrily consumed by a public that 
does not want to believe a president is 
as vulnerable to killing as the next 
guy. Guns are the equalizers. 

People are daily shot down in the 
streets. Show me a single day when it 
does not happen and I will show you a 
day of inadequate news coverage. 
Killing is a routine occurrence. 

But people feel insecure that a gun 
could have been pointed at a President 
of the United Stated and his brains 
knocked out in front of the whole 
nation. 

So this time, the theory is that Jim- 
my Hoffa, himself apparently an as- 
sassin victim, is the culprit. They are 
saying that Hoffa, along with two 
southern mobsters, Carlos Marcello of 
New Oreleans and Santos Trafficante 
of Miami, masterminded the conspira- 
cy to kill John Kennedy. 

The Warren Commission spent hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars trying to 
unravel the mystery. Countless hours 
of testimony have been taken and a 
dozen books have been written. 

The problem with the Oswald theory 
is that it is too simple. Nobody wants 
to believe that he took a $29 rifle and 
killed a President of the United States. 
Presidents, because they are presi- 
dents, deserve the best that money 
can buy. They live in the best houses, 
ride in the best cars, fly in the best 
planes, and have the best funerals. 
You don't cut them down with $30 
weapons. 


Conspiracies and plots involving 
several individuals are easier to track 
down than a lone gunman who can 
hide out in his room until he strikes. , 
People detest simple answers. It'is 
always the same. When Malcolm X 
perished on a Harlem platform, there 
were two dozen theories in a hour. But 
a couple of men with religious beliefs 
contrary to Malcolm's came at him 
with guns in front of 2,000 people. 
Even those who watched it said it 
didn't happen the way it did. 

When James Earl Ray pulled the 
trigger in Memphis, America insisted 
that Dr. Martin Luther King didn't die 
that simply. Conspiracies are much 
more intriguing. 

We like to think our presidents and 
leaders are immortal. But they are 
only people and bullets aimed proper- 
ly kill people with titles the same as 
they kill people without them. 

Frankly, I am tired of all the specu- 
lation that ends at a blank wall. The 
only plausible trail goes back to 
Oswald. But there is no way to stop 
the theories. 

Murder is not uncommon in Ameri- 
ca. Sometime there are conspiracies. 
But sometime the murders are so sim*- 
ple they defy solution. Americans are 
walking around with a hunger for the- 
ories and there are enough nuts in the 
community to satisfy that hunger. ; . 

This week Hoffa is the culprit. Next 
week, who knows? That's the Ameri- 
can way and there's no reason to think 
it's going to stop. 

I buy the Oswald theory. Basically 
he's the one — maybe with some di- 
versionary help. Why? Because of the 
evidence. No, it is not faultless but 
there is more to support it than all of 
the other theories put together. 

Assassinations are a price we pa£ 
for living with guns and violence and 
apathy in the face of critical prob- 
lems. 

Somewhere at this very hour some- 
body is thinking up a new theory. In 
the end it will lead back to the man in 
the Texas Book Depository window in 
Dallas. His name is Lee . Harvey 
Oswald and he killed the 35th Presi- 
dent of the United States. The act was 
so simple and unacceptable that it will 
always be complex. That is the way 
we are. 
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